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of the witnesses had identified him. 'The medical
profession then, as now, was less credulous in such
matters, but several physicians, after examining the
inmates of the convent and hearing their tales, de-
clared that they found, in the case of some of
the nuns, proofs of possession by the Evil One.
The Bishop of Poitiers stated that in his opinion the
charge of magic was established, the doctors of the
Sorbonne were consulted and reached the same
conclusion. The utterances of such authorities
strengthened the agitation, the magistrates decided
that Grandier was guilty of the crime of magic, and
the unfortunate priest was burned to death with the
approval of the entire community. In their zeal,
three monks undertook the duties of the executioner
and kindled the flames at the stake.

It is interesting to consider how much importance
Richelieu attached to all this gloomy nonsense.
No one would have questioned it two or three
centuries before, but there were many, even in
France, who no longer believed in magical arts, or
sought to discover on the persons of unfortunate
victims the signs by which the Devil had marked
them for his own. Certainly the Cardinal did
nothing to save Grandier, but he might have thought
that the victim was an unworthy and licentious
priest, and there was no special reason for being
disturbed about his fate. In some of his letters he
speaks rather lightly of the visions of the Ursulines
at Loudun, but in his memoirs he discusses the
tragedy seriously, and seems to regard the crime as
proved. He states that Grandier when executede Evil One, by which somespeed.Theob*
